
Tees Branch Construction and CDM 
Seminar  
  
On 4th April the Tees Branch 
welcomed members and 
guests to the first full seminar 
of the 2017 calendar.  

The subject of this event was 
construction safety and CDM. 
With a lineup of thought 
provoking subjects and 
interesting speakers the event 
proved very popular and was 
very well attended. 

This seminar would also see a 
very unique presentation take 
place.  

The President's Distinguished 
Service Certificate was 
presented posthumously to 
Andrew Jowett for his 
dedication to Health and 
Safety. The award was 
accepted by his Father and his 
wife Mirna, who has since 
started her own journey in the 
field of health and safety. 

Andy was passionate about 
inspiring others and 
involving all in the benefits 
of health and safety.  

His inspiration and 
achievements were not 
limited to the UK but were 
worldwide as his career took 
him to areas such as the 
Middle East and East Asia.  

Alongside his accomplished 
career, Andy was also an 
active member in the Tees 
Branch. 

As well as being a 
passionate and upstanding 
member of the health and 
safety community Andy was 
a dedicated family man; 
loving husband to Mirna 
and proud dad to his young 
son Joey. 

An incredible award for an 
incredible contribution.

A Tribute to Andy 
• • • 

 

“I took Andrew’s wife Mirna 
to a Teesside IOSH meeting as 
she has just started the 
NEBOSH general certificate. 
To our surprise she was 
presented with a “Presidents  
Distinguished Service 
Certificate” awarded 
posthumously to Andy. This is 
the first time the certificate has 
been awarded and we are both 
very grateful to those who took 
the time to  prepare the 
submission for consideration. 
There is a Tribute to Andy 
Jowett Facebook page where 
some of the evidence can be 
seen. Finally big thanks to S 
Coppin, J Backhouse, J Holden 
and G Parker, you did him 
proud.” 

Geoff Jowett CMIOSH (one 
still sad but proud father). 

 



The First speaker to join us 
was Jason Anker, MBE.  

Jason took us on a journey 
through his own personal 
story from a single decision 
leading to a life changing 
injury to setting up his 
company Proud 2 B Safe and 
helping other avoid the 
experiences he’s had to deal 
with. 

Jason was just 24, working as 
a roofing contractor, when he 
took a decision to do 
something he felt was unsafe 
and not speak up. Since that 
day, he has been wheelchair 
bound and will never walk 
again; something he describes 
as not being the most difficult 
consequence of the accident. 

I would encourage anyone 
who gets the chance to go and 
see Jason speak, it’s a story 
that is guaranteed to move 
everyone, no matter what 
their background or 
experience is.  

Next to join us and present to 
the room was Stephen Coppin 
with a highly informative 
update of CDM 2015 now that 
it’s 2 years old. 

Stephen took us 
through the true 
impact of CDM 
2015, the 
specifics of the 
principal 
designer role, 
SKET and what 
it means in 
CDM, what the 
HSE are doing 
about issues 
and concerns, design risk 
management, and an over 
view of CDM for temporary 
structures for events. 

With many people still 
finding CDM 2015 confusing 
especially around the role of 
principal designer and the 
understanding in industry 
there were some key take 
home points. Including these 
on who can be a principal 
designer; they must be a 
designer with relevant skills 
knowledge and experience, 
they must be in control of the 
pre-construction phase, they 

can be an individual or an 
organisations, and finally; no 
alternatives exit! 

Our Final speaker for the day 
was Raymond Bone, an 

experienced CDM client 
adviser.  

Raymond highlighted some of 
the areas that CDM 2015 has 
improved over CDM 2007, 
and equally the areas that 
have seen no improvement. 

Raymond addressed in more 
detail some of the roles and 
responsibilities in CDM 
including those of the client 
and principal designer.  

One of the many interesting 
points Raymond made was 
the importance of having 
written letters of appointment 
for each and every role 
appointed for a project. An 
area many have fallen foul 
and received fines, which 
have increased dramatically 
since the new sentencing 
guidelines came into force last 
year. 

Clare Ebison, CMIOSH 

 

“Would you gamble your life for a single day’s 
pay?” 


